
MAXIMISING THE USE OF EXISTING HOUSING STOCK 

 

3.13. A number of options are discussed below for how housing authorities might 

maximise the use of current housing stock. 

 

The private rented sector 
 

3.14. Some people living in the private rented sector can experience homelessness, 

but this sector can also provide solutions to homelessness. Homelessness statistics 

routinely show that the end of an assured shorthold tenancy (AST) is one of the top 

three reasons for loss of a settled home. Authorities are encouraged to work with 

landlords in their area to see how this can be addressed, for example, by offering 

mediation between landlord and tenant where relations have broken down, and 

negotiating to extend or renew ASTs where appropriate. 

 

3.15. For many, renting in the private sector may offer a practical solution to their 

housing need (for example, it may offer more choice over location and type of 

property). Authorities are therefore encouraged to consider providing rent deposits, 

guarantees or rent in advance, to help households access this sector. They may also 

consider establishing Accreditation Schemes, whereby landlords voluntarily agree to a 

set of standards relating to the management or physical condition of privately rented 

accommodation to help increase the supply of private rented accommodation. 

 

3.16. Many local authorities have used the private rented sector as a source of good 

quality, self-contained temporary accommodation. However, the private rented sector 

can also provide a source of settled accommodation, where qualifying offers of ASTs 

are accepted by households who are owed the main homelessness duty. 

 

3.17. There is scope to make greater use of the private rented sector, either to help 

households avoid homelessness or to provide more settled homes for people living in 

temporary accommodation. Authorities are recommended to establish and maintain 

good relations with private sector landlords, for example through landlord fora. This 

can be effective in securing an improved supply of properties in the private rented 

sector for homeless, or potentially homeless, households. 

 

3.18. It is also recommended that authorities review the extent to which qualifying 

offers of ASTs are being made to households in temporary accommodation in their 

area; whether there are any barriers to such offers being made or accepted and, if so, 

what additional steps would need to be taken to address those barriers. 


